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| ORIGINAL SURVEY NUMBERS 
| BROWN COUNTY OHIO 


One of the most important tools for the GENEALOGY RESEARCHER is 
the use of ‘LAND RECORDS,''(or DEEDS). Through these DEEDS the RE- 
SEARCHER is able to place early ANCESTORS in a specific Rural area, 
Village or Township, in a given time period. These DEEDS are to be 
found in the "RECORDER'S OFFICE, of all Counties in the State of 
OHIO. . 


At the close of the REVOLUTIONARY WAR, our FEDERAL GOVERMENT, 
such as it was at that time. Without the necessary funds to meet its 
Bills or to pay the men for their Service. Contrived a plan whereby 
it could meet its moral obligations to these brave men who had serv- 
ed with valor. Depending upon their RANK and LENGTH of service, each 
man would receive a given amount of LAND in ACRES. Hence, the VIRGINIA 
MILITARY SURVEYS(VMS). The HIGHER the RANK, the LONGER the SERVICE, 
the greater the LaND WARRENT(or DEED). As I see it, this served a two- 
fold purpose. The men or their survivors(family) would be happy and 
the GOVERMENT would receive additional revenue in the form of Taxes, 
Now that the ''NORTHWEST TERRITORY" was opened the Goverment was faced 
with other problems. 


FIRST of all. Not ALL of the men or their survivors wanted to face 
the hardships of opening a NEW land. Did not want to brave the dangers 
that presented themselves, Like Wild Animals, Savage Indians, no com- 
forts of home, so they sold out to the Land Speculators for as little 
as .50¢ per acre. Others who chose to make the trip and go through the 
RED TAPE of hiring one of the Goverment Surveyors, obtaining a SURVEY 
NUMBER, REGISTER the LAND and NUMBER, Clear the Land, Build a rough 
log house and stay, they were the PIONEERS, I have been told that most 
of che surveying was done in the winter mouths: in order to advoid the 
INDIANS. 


These early Survey Numbers are still with us today. One can not en- 
ter into a Real Estate deal, without first tracing the LAND involved 
back to the ORIGINAL SURVEY NUMBER. Copies of the original survey 
can be obtained by writing the BROWN COUNTY GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY, AT 
POST OFFICE BOX 83, GEORGETOWN, OH 45121, ATIN. Rev. Leland G. 
Heavenrich, 
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